
1

 
D

ig
ita

liz
at

io
n 

in
 th

e 
M

ar
iti

m
e 

In
d

us
tr

y

Newsletter
Special edition
Digitalization in the 
Maritime Industry

Past
   Present
       Future



2

 
D

ig
ita

liz
at

io
n 

in
 th

e 
M

ar
iti

m
e 

In
d

us
tr

y

Table of contents

Message from Capt. Eugen Adami,
Shipdex co-founder and Chairman, Mastermind Shipmanagement CEO

History of Shipdex: Past, Present and Future
By Marco Vatteroni, Shipdex co-founder, Secretary General and Technical Manager

A glimpse into the future

Message from MAN Energy Solutions,
Shipdex co-founder and executive member

Message from Mr. Giancarlo Coletta, 
Shipdex co-founder and past Chairman, NAVAL EGT S.r.l 
CEO & Managing Director

Message from Mr. Giampiero Soncini,
Shipdex co-founder and Oceanly Managing Director

Acknowledgements

Shipdex manifesto



3

 
D

ig
ita

liz
at

io
n 

in
 th

e 
M

ar
iti

m
e 

In
d

us
tr

y

2023 marks the 15th anniversary of SHIPDEX protocol. SHI-
PDEX, a not-for-profit organization that has been leading the way 
in digitalization and life-cycle management of technical data in 
the shipping industry, was founded with the primary objective of 
introducing digitalization to the maritime technical data sector, in-
cluding technical manuals and in-service data feedback.

Over the years, SHIPDEX has consolidated its position as a pio-
neer in digitalization and optimization of on-board maintenance 
processes and in-service data feedback. The organization has 
remained committed to its VISION of improving and optimizing 
the digitalization and life-cycle management of technical data, 
with a focus on promoting a safer and greener shipping industry.

Shipdex driving force is its VISION: “We need to bring the shipping industry into the 21st century” 
says Capt. Adami. “I am so convinced of the SHIPDEX VISION that our next new buildings order 
will be developed under the Shipdex Protocol”. 

It is time for the shipping industry to lead that change instead of delaying it. Shipdex has proven 
to be a valuable protocol in many aspects of the industry, and its adoption could trigger an unpre-
cedented domino effect that could speed up the digitalization of the maritime industry as a whole. 
Capt. Adami calls upon ship-owners, ship managers, shipbuilders, manufacturers, classification 
societies, and IT companies to share the organization’s VISION and make it a worldwide reality.

Shipdex could stand for a united maritime industry striving for simplification and digitalization 
through a common language of information and communication data, facilitated by an open and 
free protocol. In an era of increasingly complex decision-making processes and information over-
load, the implementation of the Shipdex protocol offers a simple and intelligent solution that can 
make a significant difference and create a domino effect of positive impact.

By adopting the Shipdex protocol, stakeholders in the maritime industry can streamline their 
operations, enhance efficiency, and improve collaboration. The protocol enables standardized 
data exchange, ensuring seamless communication among different entities such as ship owners, 
shipyards, consultants, and classification societies.

One of the key advantages of Shipdex is its versatility. It allows flexibility in accommodating va-
rious industry standards and formats, empowering flag states and other stakeholders to adapt to 
the preferences of their clients. While the lowest common platform for documentation, such as 
PDF documents, may be the current option due to resource constraints, the implementation of a 
standardized protocol like Shipdex holds immense potential for transforming the industry.

Additionally, Shipdex can be integrated with other innovative systems proposed by classification 
societies. This integration allows for a holistic approach to digitalization, bringing together various 

Message from Capt. Eugen Adami,
Shipdex co-founder and Chairman, Mastermind Shipmanagement CEO
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tools and technologies to drive efficiency, safety, and sustainability in the maritime sector.

In conclusion, Shipdex presents a compelling solution for the maritime industry’s simplification 
and digitalization needs. By embracing this protocol, stakeholders can unlock significant benefi-
ts, harmonize data exchange, and pave the way for a more efficient, informed, and sustainable 
future in the maritime domain.
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The birth of Shipdex and its evolution over 15 years is summari-
zed in the below picture.  
Fifteen years of strong work done by “volunteers” having in mind 
to pioneer the digitalization and optimization of on-board mainte-
nance processes and in-service data feedback.

History of Shipdex: Past, Present and Future
By Marco Vatteroni, Shipdex co-founder, Secretary General and Technical 
Manager

Shipdex, as an International organization, 
was established with the support of pro-
minent manufacturers and ship-owners, 
taking inspiration from the practices of 
the aerospace and defence industry. The 
reasons behind developing a common 
and standardized data exchange protocol 
were the need for automated databases 
generation. This need remains relevant 
today and continues to grow due to dif-
ferent applications, the need to optimize 

The past

Shipdex steering committee meeting at UASC premises
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Shipdex, as an International organiza-
tion, was established with the support 
of prominent manufacturers and shi-
p-owners, taking inspiration from the 
practices of the aerospace and defence 
industry. 
The reasons behind developing a com-
mon and standardized data exchange 
protocol were the need for automated 
databases generation. 
This need remains relevant today and 
continues to grow due to different ap-
plications, the need to optimize main-
tenance and procurement processes, 
and the increasing need to enhance en-
vironmental performance and safety in 
the commercial shipping industry.

The adaptation from the aerospace and defence industry was essential to simplify and make the 
protocol more affordable for the commercial shipping sector. Shipdex combines the most effecti-
ve aspects of protocol developments in those industries with the most suitable solutions for the 
maritime industry.

On the beginning the scope of Shipdex protocol was to cover the data exchange related to the 
information currently supplied in the form of Technical Manuals (supplied today on paper or in 
various electronic formats).

The reason to develop a common and standardized Protocol for exchanging data resided on the 
fact that shipping companies were receiving from manufacturers technical manuals in different 
formats, different structures and different data quality.

This situation created several troubles to end users in terms of information comprehension and 
electronic usage. For instance, end users need to store paper manuals in dedicated rooms or are 
obliged to use different viewers (or browsers) to visualise electronic manuals supplied in HTML, 

WORD, XML or PDF formats. 
All that information needed to be 
retyped many times into different 
IT systems: a time consuming 
and, most important, error prone 
activity.

Moreover, since most shipping 
companies are utilizing Com-
puterized Maintenance Mana-
gement Systems (CMMS) and 
Enterprise Resource Planning 
(ERP) software applications to 
manage and optimize mainte-

Shipdex presentation at ASD/AIA/ATA S1000D user Forum - Den-
ver (US)

Shipdex presentation in Taipei (Taiwan)
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nance and material purchase processes, a standard data exchange protocol allowing databases 
automatic generation was deemed necessary.

Therefore the Shipdex protocol started dealing with technical information and the technical ma-
nuals must be considered just one of the possible output from a Shipdex dataset.

The Shipdex protocol scope is today  to support the whole maritime community to improve the 
ship life cycle management establishing a standardized two-way of data flow among manufactu-
rers, customers, shipyards and authorities. Below illustration shows the above concept.
 

Receiving paper or unstructured electronic technical manuals and in-service data feedback ma-
kes impossible to move automatically that data into well-structured databases. 

Structured content management enables companies to create, update, approve, translate, and 
transfer content more efficiently across the entire ship lifecycle. Indeed, many manufacturers now 
recognize that by implementing structured content practices, they can mitigate risks, significantly 
improve time to market, and reuse content from a single source of truth.

Data produced in Shipdex format has a structured, well-known and freely available format that 
makes possible to automatically import selected information into any kind of database just using 
simple interfaces or APIs.

Over the years the Shipdex protocol (composed of Shipdex-D and Shipdex-F) has evolved and 
today it covers, for every kind of equipment, the following type of data.

The present
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Shipdex-D (Documentation, based on S1000D):

• Description and operation
• Maintenance plan and maintenance tasks
• Spare parts, consumables and equipment catalogues
• Troubleshooting
• Service letters/bulletins
• Learning data (to be used to produce SCORM compliant Computer Based Trainings)

Shipdex-F (in-service data Feedback, based on S5000F):

• Maintenance performed on-board
• Product performances (on next issues)

The Shipdex organization is continuously working to enhance the Protocol, incorporating fee-
dback and suggestions from the maritime community. Furthemore, due to its non-proprietary and 
open nature, the Shipdex protocol is intended to act as a fundamental catalyst for the seamless 
flow of standardized information across the maritime industry. By increasingly and consistently 
improving the Shipdex Protocol, we aim to contribute to:

Advancing Digitalization in the Maritime Industry: 
Through the adoption of the Shipdex Protocol, we promote standardized documentation, leading 
to efficient information sharing and a reduction in human errors. This fosters the digitalization of 
the maritime sector, supporting its transition to a more technologically-driven industry.

• Promoting Sustainability in the Shipping Industry: Our efforts aim to green the shipping 
industry by optimizing the management of onboard equipment throughout its life cycle. We 
facilitate compliance with environmental regulations, enhance energy management practices, 
promote collaboration, and advocate for transparency. These initiatives align with the indu-
stry’s shift toward sustainable and environmentally responsible practices, ultimately reducing 
its ecological impact and contributing to a more environmentally friendly future for maritime 
transportation.

• Enhancing Safety in the Maritime Sector: We actively promote standardized documenta-
tion, which leads to improved maintenance practices, enhanced training methods, and da-
ta-driven safety analysis. By establishing a common framework for the exchange of safety-re-
lated information, the protocol supports a safer and more resilient maritime industry.

The future
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A glimpse into the future

 

The figure above illustrates an ongoing and virtuous cycle of information facilitated by the Shipdex 
protocol (both Shipdex-D and Shipdex-F). This framework allows for:

• Shipdex-compliant manufacturers to produce technical data in structured, standardized 
electronic formats. This data can be efficiently distributed to customers and relevant shipyards 
and stored in their Central Repositories or Common Source Databases (CSDBs).

• For non-Shipdex compliant manufacturers, the development of a specialized Word-Shipdex 
software application (to be created) that can convert well-structured Word technical manuals 
into Shipdex format. These converted manuals can then be distributed to customers and re-
levant shipyards for storage in their CSDBs.

• When shipyards are involved in the process, they can forward the Shipdex data received to 
the appropriate customer offices for integration into their respective CSDBs.

• Data in Shipdex format, stored in customer CSDBs, can be imported into Enterprise Resour-
ce Planning (ERP) systems or other IT systems and subsequently transmitted to relevant 
vessels for consultation, utilization, or integration into Maintenance Plans and Purchasing 
systems (Computerized Maintenance Management Systems - CMMS).

• During the operational life of a vessel, maintenance activities, incidents, usage, and procu-
rement of spare parts and consumables are continuously recorded within a CMMS. These 
records can be exported in Shipdex-F format (in-service data feedback) from the CMMS 
database to the office, shipyard, or directly to relevant manufacturers.

• Central Repositories (CSDBs) can be managed by shipyards, customers, or even classifica-
tion societies. This information can prove highly valuable for automatically feeding other data 
domains such as Digital Twin, Autonomous Ship and Artificial Intelligence, all of which rely on 
vast amounts of reliable data.

• Last but not least, this entire process for sharing data within the maritime community can be 
automated, enhancing efficiency and accuracy.
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Dear Shipdex Community,
We are thrilled to gather on this occasion as we celebrate the 15th anni-
versary of Shipdex. Over the years, MAN Energy Solutions has been a 
major supporting organization to Shipdex – contributing to its develop-
ment and implementation. 

“MAN ES, we recognize the impact of Shipdex on digitalizing how in-
formation is managed and shared in the maritime sector. I am excited 

to witness the integration of this standardized protocol, fostering efficiency, collaboration, and 
innovation across the industry, Shipdex isn’t just a framework; it is propelling us into a new era 
of streamlined operations and enhanced customer experiences.” Stig Holm, MAN ES Head of 
Digital & Academy Denmark.

Shipdex is transforming the landscape of maritime data management, revolutionizing how infor-
mation flows within the industry. Henrik Dan Kaspersen, MAN ES Shipdex Competence Center 
Leader and Executive Member of Shipdex since 2008, recently declared that:  “In my role as 
leader of the MAN ES Shipdex Competence Center, I am committed to aligning production tools 
and processes to meet the strategy for supporting the digital transition in the maritime community. 
I see Shipdex as a key enabler for a successful digital transformation, providing the foundation for 
intelligent and structured data and knowledge exchange between Ship Owners and Manufactu-
rers – ultimately supporting product lifecycle management”.

From its inception, Shipdex has been more than just a data exchange protocol; it’s been a ca-
talyst for innovation, collaboration, and efficiency across the maritime world. Today, as we look 
back on the journey that brought us here, we can proudly say that Shipdex plays a significant role 
in enhancing safety, streamlining operations, and fostering industry unity.

Simplifying Data Exchange: Shipdex was born out of the necessity to simplify the exchange 
of technical and spare parts information between shipbuilders, equipment manufacturers, and 
ship operators. Before Shipdex, data inconsistency, format disparities, and communication gaps 
were commonplace. With Shipdex, there is now a standardized protocol that transcended these 
challenges, making data exchange seamless and coherent.

Unifying the Industry: Shipdex did not just provide a technical solution; it brought the industry 
together under a common framework. Through collaboration and the spirit of open standards, 
Shipdex created a shared platform where stakeholders could communicate effectively and share 
vital information with ease. This unity has not only improved operational efficiency but also foste-
red a stronger sense of community.

Enhancing Safety and Maintenance: The implementation of Shipdex has significantly enhan-
ced safety and maintenance practices. Accurate and standardized technical documentation en-
sures that crew members have the right information at their fingertips, improving maintenance, 
repairs, and overall vessel safety. Maintenance planning has become more strategic, thus redu-
cing downtime and operational costs.

Message from MAN Energy Solutions, 
Shipdex co-founder and executive member
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Paving the Way for Digital Transformation: As we celebrate this milestone, we also look 
forward to the future. Shipdex has paved the way for further digital transformation in the maritime 
industry. The foundation of standardized data exchange has laid the groundwork for leveraging 
technologies like IoT, AI, and predictive analytics to propel the industry into new realms of efficien-
cy and sustainability.

A Heartfelt Thank You: On behalf of MAN ES, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the part-
ners, contributors, and stakeholders who have been a part of the Shipdex journey. Your dedica-
tion, collaboration, and innovative spirit have been instrumental in shaping Shipdex into what it is 
today.

As we celebrate this 15th anniversary, let us also envision the years ahead. Let us continue to 
collaborate, innovate, and embrace the power of standardized data to drive our industry forward. 
Together, we can create a maritime ecosystem that is safer, smarter, and more connected than 
ever before.

If you have not yet dipped your toes into the Shipdex waters, you are missing out on a tide of pos-
sibilities, Imagine easily exchanging vital technical data across the marine industry, enhancing 
collaboration, cutting downtime, and boosting operational efficiency. Do not stay anchored in the 
past – dive into Shipdex, ride the wave of innovation, and explore the potential. 

Happy 15th Anniversary, Shipdex!



12

 
D

ig
ita

liz
at

io
n 

in
 th

e 
M

ar
iti

m
e 

In
d

us
tr

y

SHIPDEX™ A GREAT FUTURE BEHIND HIS SHOULDERS

It was the 28th of February 2008 a very cold day, if I remember well, 
when the shipping community participating at the Digital Ship Confe-
rence in Cyprus was warmed by the announcement that a new Digital 
Protocol for Electronic Documentation was launched.  Shipdex the 
international protocol developed to standardize electronic exchange 
of the technical data among shipping industry was born. The aim of 
this standard protocol was to rationalize the proliferation of technical 
information, generally supplied in various formats and therefore not 
immediately usable in computerized and Digital  systems. Shipdex 
facilitates the electronic exchange of data and this by providing an 

open XML based standard which may be implemented even in existing systems by all parties, 
e.g. ship owners, managers, manufacturers, shipyards and IT providers to fill up and import all 
Data necessary for the utilization of any shipping industry specific Software. 

At beginning Shipdex was set up as a standard protocol to manage all maintenance and ope-
rational data to fill up the Maintenance Management Systems and get also real Electronic Data 
Manuals in order to facilitate the redaction and customization of ship library for all the shipping 
community. Shipdex was jointly developed by the following founder members: Alfa Laval, Gri-
maldi Group Naples, Intership Navigation Company Ltd, MacGREGOR Group, MAN Diesel A/S, 
SpecTec Group Holdings and Yanmar. But very soon the Founders and especially the two main 
“Deus of Machina” of this exceptional story, Capt. Eugene Adami and Dr. Ing. Giancarlo Coletta, 
realized that Shipdex protocol had as much as potentialities in his conception and application as 
much as the referring standard specification S 1000D for the aircraft industry to which Shipdex 
protocol is inspired. In fact, standardization, integration, dissemination, and maintenance of ma-
nufacturers’ technical data are crucial to ensuring safety, security, and environmental performan-
ce, as well as innovation and dissemination.

Actually is very important to support the Digital revolution in the Shipping industry linked to the 
new reality like ships and ship equipment DIGITAL TWINS and AUTONOMOUS SHIPS. It’s 
really very difficult, incredible and unthinkable to believe to realize a such big Digital Innovation 
without having a common language between the different manufacturers and builders of ship in 
order to integrate a huge and massive numbers of information to reach such ambitious targets. 
For this reasons that Shipdex protocol has a great future behind his shoulders because is on the 
foundations that have been built since February 2008 that we can start to raise the future of Ships 
Digitalization.

Over the years, Shipdex has consolidated its position in digitalization and optimization of onboard 
maintenance processes, operational procedures and in-service data feedback. The organization 
has remained committed to its vision of improving and optimizing the digitalization and life-cycle 
management of technical data, with a focus on promoting a safer and greener shipping industry.

Message from Mr. Giancarlo Coletta, 
Shipdex co-founder and past Chairman, NAVAL EGT S.r.l 
CEO & Managing Director
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For this reason I believe that the 15th Anniversary from its foundation it is not a celebration of the 
maturity of the protocol but is a new starting point for given more impulse and further develop-
ments to Shipdex™ for Ships Digitalization and we need to bring the shipping industry into the 
future and in the raising ship technology of the 21st Century using this standard. 

I like to conclude this anniversary celebration wishing to Shipdex good winds and calm seas in 
order to afford the new challenge of Digitalization taking the advantage of a consolidated and 
exciting story since its foundation.
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DATA, SEMPER DATA, FORTISSIME DATA – SED DE MENSURIS

Data, always Data, strongly data – but standardized
“Standard” is a word many hate, especially those who equal the word 
“proprietary” with the word “money”. 

In the maritime world, there is always the search to be unique, or 
different, and thus to isolate from the rest of the crowd. It’s understan-
dable, we all want to personalize our cars, homes, boats, clothes, 
whatever we have in order to show that we stand out and stand up. 

But when dealing with Data, we cannot play the same game. At least 
in our serious world. We can see how politicians, criminals, and some “fancy” organizations can 
make distorted use of data, to serve their ultimate scopes. But in the maritime, data is needed to 
better manages ships, people, cargo. We need data to show that we do not pollute, that we use 
fuel in an ecological way, that we take the most effective routes, in other words that we manage 
our vessels efficiently.

The problem is that we have been terrible, in the last 40 years, to manage Data, even when we 
started to have it available in a constant and economic way. And the reason is that we have sel-
dom adopted standardized Data. You remember when ECDIS came to life: for 20 years it was Far 
West, rasterized and vectorized proprietary data exploded like fireworks on the 4th of July. Think of 
how much money and time could have been saved if all the responsible companies would have 
joined efforts to standardize data first, and then come out to the market. 

Shipdex was created 15 years ago, following the example of the aviation industry, which since 
the beginning understood the need to have a common way to manage people, traffic, cargo. We 
should have taken notice ages ago, but as I wrote above, this is difficult in our world. Anyway, like 
in the ECDIS case, maybe something is changing …. and Shipdex is slowly gaining consensus. 
Maybe we will start seeing the day when technical data can all be written in Shipdex format, whi-
ch will allow fast, error-free import/export of data from one software system to another. 

For sure, a good example has been set by Japan: when Japanese shipping companies were 
confronted with the challenge of digitalization, and the possible advent of MASS, they teamed up. 
NKK first created a communications standard called IoS-OP (Internet of Ships – Open Platform), 
then a company to deal with it, called Ship Data Center (www.shipdatacenter.com); then they 
adopted ISO 19848, Standard data for shipboard machinery and equipment. 

Et voila’, almost all Japanese companies adhered to the standards created by Ship Data Center, 
and then they went their own normal way of internally creating or buying whatever they wanted 
from outside competitors in terms of software solutions. 

My hope is that Shipdex and IoS will one day become the norm (they are complementary) and 
will set the common data standards, to be used all over the world.  After all, once a standard is 

Message from Mr. Giampiero Soncini, 
Shipdex co-founder and Oceanly Managing Director.
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created, our life becomes much easier. And btw: there is no digitalization without standardization. 
I am still quite surprised to see how many shipping companies think that using Excel means being 
“digital”, and how many suppliers have created software to analyze data which is input manually, 
maybe only once a day via the noon report. Digitalization does not mean analyzing manually 
inserted data!!! 

Summarizing: need good Data? Get good Standards! And get Shipdex!
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RAMÓN SOMOZA, former S5000F chairman and Senior Expert for In-Ser-
vice Data Feedback at Airbus, has always supported the uptake of the stan-
dard in the maritime sector because he says: “S5000F is likely to become 
a game-changer, as the first global in-service data feedback specification”. 
He considers that its use for aircraft, helicopters, UAVs, even submarines 
and other ships, both in military and civilian programs, is a testimony of its 
flexibility and strength. “The Shipdex contribution to this specification” he 
says, “ensured that it can be also used in the civilian shipping industry”.

Acknowledgements

The Aero-space and Defence community

GABRIELE TRAVERSI, Chair of Italian S1000D National Working Group 
and Industry Representative for Italy in the S1000D Steering Committee 
says “S1000D is the most efficient international specification for the procu-
rement and production of technical publications. It helps standardize data 
across product manufacturers and programs to facilitate improved mainte-
nance and logistics. S1000D makes data reuse easier and more efficient. 
It offers advanced control over the documentation process, configuration 
control and data interoperability, as well as greater accessibility and usabi-
lity of technical information from the user’s perspective, significantly increa-

sing the quality of technical documentation without compromising the data integrity”.

FABIO DEL PRATI, IT Director in Issel Nord (www.isselnord.it) , a Fincan-
tieri Company, says: “S-Series specifications for aero-space and defence 
community (S-Series IPS Specifications | ASD (asd-europe.org) are inter-
national standards to support Integrated Product Support (IPS) process, 
data production and data exchange in an efficient and non-redundant way. 
Software applications that implements these specifications help users to 
be compliant with these standards and facilitate the process of transferring 
information between development tools as well as in providing data to end 
users’ applications and databases without compromising data integrity and 

avoiding duplications or data retyping. An example of the use of these standards for information 
exchange is a project in which we used the methods and data structures provided by the S-Series 
specifications to create a Maintenance Management System (MMS) software and related data-
base to make information available for configuration management and maintenance planning.”
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HENRIK DAN KASPERSEN, MAN ES Shipdex Competence Center Lea-
der and Executive Member of Shipdex since 2008, recently declared that:  
“In my role as leader of the MAN ES Shipdex Competence Center, I am 
committed to aligning production tools and processes to meet the stra-
tegy for supporting the digital transition in the maritime community. I see 
Shipdex as a key enabler for a successful digital transformation, providing 
the foundation for intelligent and structured data and knowledge exchange 
between Ship Owners and Manufacturers – ultimately supporting product 
lifecycle management”.

Maritime community

MARCO VATTERONI, Shipdex co-founder and Shipdex Consulting Ltd. 
Director has worked in the last 15 years developing and improving Shi-
pdex-D (Documentation) on the basis of the aero-space and defence 
S1000D standard and Shipdex-F (in-service data feedback) on the basis 
of the aero-space and defence S5000F standard. He says “The initial in-
tuition that S1000D was the best “tool” to produce technical manuals in a 
well-structured electronic format compatible with different IT systems, came 
to me while working at the leading Italian shipyard Fincantieri for some Na-
vies. My intuition was confirmed when I was nominated Special Observer 

inside the S1000D and S5000F Steering Committees and I worked closer with the aero-space 
and defence community”.

RASMUS GADE HANSEN, Head of Projects at SERTICA by RINA, con-
firms: “As a software company, we are met by many customers who have 
an ambition to use software to improve their business. We aim to supply 
software that covers the needs and requirements of the customer, and 
helps them improve. More and more customers realize that to get the most 
benefit from software solutions, they have to have high quality data. The 
combination of a good software product, and good data, highly increases 
the benefits that the customers gain from their solutions. Often companies 
tend to focus on the software, and might forget the importance of having 

quality data. We see a standardized way of exchanging data, as a key driver for the distribution of 
quality data. If all suppliers/manufacturers make up their own formats, it will always require a lot 
of work for customers to integrate the data into their solutions”. 
Rasmus Gade Hansen continues: “Shipdex offers this kind of standardization, and that is why we 
support it, and have enabled exchange of it directly into SERTICA. When building the Shipdex 
integration in our platform, we tried to make it as easy as possible for customers to import their 
datasets. This speeds up the implementation process of the platform, as there is no cumbersome 
manual work in manually trying to setup the equipment data. The Shipdex standard offers clear 
definitions and descriptions, and implementing the interface into SERTICA went according to 
plan. Today, a customer can receive a Shipdex dataset, and import it directly into Sertica, with no 
involvement from us. We see that as effective.”
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ELIAS YFANTIS, Cyprus Marine and Maritime Institute (CMMI) Senior 
Scientist considers Shipdex protocol, as a tool for the provision of structu-
red and standardized data among the maritime stakeholders. He says that 
“Shipdex Protocol will play a key role in the digital transformation of the 
shipping sector. Digitalized data could be components of the vessel’s digi-
tal twin, supporting advanced maintenance strategies, vessel performance 
optimization, energy saving and emissions reduction. CMMI supports the 
efforts for the development, implementation, and establishment of the Shi-
pdex protocol.”
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SHIPDEX MANIFESTO
10 Digitalization principles to guide the green transition in the maritime industry 

 
1. Standardized Data Exchange: Embrace Shipdex Protocols as the foundation for standardi-

zed data exchange within the maritime industry. Standardization promotes compatibility, con-
sistency, and interoperability, enabling efficient collaboration and information sharing among 
stakeholders.

2. Efficiency and Integration: Leverage Shipdex Protocols to enhance efficiency and integra-
tion in the maritime sector. By adopting standardized documentation and data exchange, sta-
keholders can streamline processes, improve access to information, and promote cross-sec-
toral collaboration, driving progress towards shared objectives.

3. Data Management and Governance: Embrace advanced data management systems and 
practices facilitated by Shipdex Protocols. This integration encourages the adoption of cut-
ting-edge data collection, analysis, and governance approaches, empowering evidence-ba-
sed decision-making and promoting sustainable practices.

4. Synergies and Collaboration: Prioritize collaboration and synergy among stakeholders by 
integrating Shipdex Protocols. Foster communication, knowledge sharing, and joint efforts 
between digitalization initiatives, research programs, and industry players to drive innovation, 
efficiency, and growth.

5. Safety Enhancement: Utilize Shipdex Protocols to enhance safety within the maritime sec-
tor. Standardized safety documentation, efficient information sharing, improved maintenance 
practices, enhanced training, and data-driven safety analysis contribute to a safer and more 
resilient industry.

6. Environmental Responsibility: Embrace Shipdex Protocols to support the greening of the 
maritime sector. Optimize fuel efficiency, ensure environmental compliance, enhance energy 
management, foster collaboration, and promote transparency to reduce the industry’s ecolo-
gical footprint and contribute to a sustainable future.

7. Harmonization and Interoperability: Emphasize the harmonization of practices and inte-
roperability of systems through the integration of Shipdex Protocols. Promote the adoption 
of standardized procedures, regulations, and documentation across the industry, facilitating 
seamless collaboration and efficiency.

8. International Alignment: Align with international objectives, such as the European Green 
Deal and the 2030 global sustainability goals. Embrace Shipdex Protocols as a means to 
contribute to these objectives, supporting the industry’s transition towards sustainability and 
ensuring global cooperation in maritime digitalization efforts.

9. Innovation and Future Readiness: Encourage innovation and future readiness through the 
integration of Shipdex Protocols. Foster an environment that promotes the adoption of emer-
ging technologies, digital solutions, and best practices, ensuring the industry remains at the 
forefront of technological advancements and global trends.

10. Stakeholder Engagement: Promote active stakeholder engagement and participation in the 
integration of Shipdex Protocols. Encourage collaboration among shipbuilders, ship opera-
tors, regulators, research institutions, and other industry players to collectively drive the digital 
transformation and foster a culture of continuous improvement.

By embracing these 10 digitalization principles and integrating Shipdex Protocols into the ma-
ritime industry, we commit to a sustainable, efficient, and interconnected future. Together, we 
will transform the industry, enhance safety, protect the environment, and contribute to the global 
objectives of a greener and more sustainable maritime sector.
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